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Mumbai: The state is steadily
Iosing its ground on education.
It has slipped four points to the
17th position in the Centre's
education development index.

The Union goverqment car-
ries out the annuat ranking ex-
ercise based on various aspects
influehcing the quality ou-
treach, intastuctffe and per-
formance of students. The lat-
est furtlings are based on
surveys across the counfy in
201G11. Maharashtra ranked
13th following a similar exer-
cise in2ttr9-l0.Itwibressed a de-
cline in ranking in both the pri
mary (class I to M, and upper
primary (class V to Vm) catego-
ries. In the primary section, it
dropped one rark from 14 in
200$10 to 15 in 2010-11. The de
cline is starker in the upper pri-
mary section, where it slipped
from 13 (200&10) to 18 (2010-11).

During a state cabinet meet-
ing on Wednesday the school
education, higherandtechnical
education deparhnents were se
verely criticized by several min-
isters, following which chief
minister Prithviraj Chavan or-
dered appointnent of a core
group comprising senior ex-
perts and education experts to
oversee and chart an improve
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Govt grants for
primary schools
nt espite obiections from the
LI state fi nance department, the
cabinet on Wednesday approved
a proposalto provide non-salary
grantsto primaryand upper
primary schools from April 2013. lt
will benefrtover20,000 schools.
The grants, discontinued in2004,
were for libraries, labontories,
toilets, etc and costthe state over
Rs 330 crore annually. nru

ment in the state's education
standards. Chaanalso directed
both the school education and
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higher and technical education
depar&nents to give a presenta-
tion on the existing education
standards to the cabinet.

Cong.ress minister Narayan
Rane raised the issue during a
discnssion on non-salary
grants for schools, questioning
the lack of quality of education
in schools. The Disfict Infor-
mation System for Education
report was then cited by the ad-
minisfation.

Whi]e Puducherry and
lakshwadeep retained the top
two slots inthe latest rankings,
Punjab was third. Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Kar-
nataka and Kerala were all
ranked ahead of Maharashtra.


